By Mike Rodell

ork on Heritage Housing's residential  projects

continues to move forward. Since the last issue of

HAELU, our 115-umt Jasmine Court rehabilitation
project in the Bronx has completed construction and is now
occupied. Due to extensive pre-occupancy outreach and screening,
the support staff was able to lease up the building in just six weeks,
an unusual accomplishment. Jasmine Court 1s a joint cooperative
venture with SoBRO, which now operates the building while
Hentage provides the tenant services. As noted i our last issue,
Jasmine 1s distinguished by the quality of the fimshes which
include an attractive exterior stainless steel canopy, cherry wood
paneling and granite floors in the lobby, chair rails i all the
hallways, solid oak furniture in the apartments and a state-of-the-
art security system.

Heritage's next project 1s the 73-umit Morris Avenue
Residence, now under construction at 169th Street and Morris
Avenue in the Bronx. This building will house both low-income
and special needs individuals. Preference for the 30 low-income
units will go to local community residents. All of the 72 rental units
are studio apartments, and there 15 also a one-bedroom
superintendent’s apartment. The building will feature an attractive
entrance lounge, a communal meeting/diming room with a full
commercial Kitchen, a laundry room, counseling offices. tenant
storage in the basement, a large landscaped rear yard, and a small
lounge and elevator lobby at every floor.

The framework of this newly constructed seven-story building
1s now complete, with interior framing, plumbing. heating, venting
and electrical work well under way. Occupancy is scheduled for
late summer. The project was designed by Urban Architectural
Initatives (UAI) and 1s being built by Lettire Construction.
Financing 1s coming from the City Department of Housing
Preservation and Development, funds from the sale of low-income
housing tax credits, and an Affordable Housing Program grant
from the Federal Home Loan Bank in cooperaton with HSBC
Bank. All tenants must be at or below 50% of median income
(currently $22.000 a year for a one-person houschold).

Two other projects are also underway. Our Convent Avenue
Residence was delayed by mandated design changes, but 1s now
due to go out to bid this spring for an early summer construction
start.  Also designed by UAL the project will house 42 special
needs residents 1in a combination of studio and two-bedroom units.
As 1n our other residences, the project will include a tull kitchen
and communal dining room. as well as counseling offices and
community spaces including an attractively landscaped rear vard.
The project will be financed entirely by the State Office of Mental
Health (OMH). Heritage has also just been selected to develop a
second OMH residence ftor 50 to 60 tenants through an RFP

announced in January.
Hertage statt 1s in the
process of finding a site
tor this project which
will begin design this
spring.

OMH

tunded repair work s

Finally,

underway at our
Simmons  Residence.
This currently nvolves
a complete  $400,000
makec-over  of  the

commercial kitchen.

and  may also  be

Harmony Court. Morris Avenue

extended to renovations

to the MICA program

portion of the building. The work is being undertaken by Builders-
R-Us Construction. In addition, renovation to the building
entranceway is being financed by a $20,000 grant from the NYC

Landmarks Commission. B

WHAT’S NEW

By Linda Padmore

tatf development is facilitated and encouraged for every
level ot personnel. Complimentary off-site  training
continues to be provided by CUCS for both program and
support staff. two staff members are currently in educational
pursuit at Borough of Manhattan Commumity College and City
College. CPR and First Aid Traming, with certificates, were given
to the Residence Counselors and Supervisors.  Internships were
also provided to Hunter College students. They received training to
work with the senously and persistently mentally ill
The NYC Department of Small Business Services has once
more funded the Hertage Heights Village (HHV) project. This
project has formed a broad-based network of community
organizations and community residents. Together they work to
creale the human and social development that's needed to minate
and sustain the physical restoration and commercial revitalization
of West Harlem and Hamilton Heights. Our funding this year has
doubled and includes capital development assistance funds, which
will be used to leverage existing funds from the Upper Manhattan
Empowerment Zone and West Harlem Group Assistance Inc., to
help renovate a model block along Amsterdam Avenue between
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