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Comments

Ana Pereira, CSW, Executive Director

t amazes me how fast the seasons come. A short while ago we
were enjoying our Family Picnic at Craigmaer
and now Christmas and New Year's are past.
In between we had our “A Taste of
Harlem” fundraiser at the LAFCO showroom in

fabulous
Tribeca. With delicious food catered from four
noted Harlem establishments and music provided
by the Chuk Fowler Trio, a great time was had by
all. In addition to paying tribute to our five
honorees, we held a silent auction for a number of
New York
City artists. The occasion proved to be an

works of art in different mediums from

economic as well as social triumph, as Heritage
Housing raised significant funds to cover costs not
allowed in specific program budgets, such as Christmas presents
for our clients, and their children, and money to explore the
feasibility of new projects and programs.

In terms of programs, Heritage continues to expand. The 115-unit
Jasmine Court, developed with SoBRO, is due to open in April,
with 114 units for persons with special needs (and one apartment
for a live-in super). In addition, grant funds have been received to
redevelop the adjoining one-story building into a food service
operation that will be able to employ and train interested residents
of the project as well as individuals from the community.

Our 73-unit Morris Avenue project for 43 homeless people with
special needs and 29 low-income individuals and a super's unit
went This
construction project will include a commercial kitchen and large

into construction in March. seven-story new

dining/activity room, program offices and a rear courtyard.

Similarly, our 45-unit Convent Avenue project has gone out to bid,
and construction is anticipated to commence this spring. And
finally, the renovations to our Simmons' Residence and kitchen,
including the installation of a completely new, state of the art
commercial kitchen, as well as improvements to the bathrooms
and hallways of the Residence, should begin in the spring, as well.

Beyond these projects, Heritage continues to look for new
opportunities to expand our programs and services. In August, we
received a $246,500 TANF Worker Recruitment Grant to identify,

Heritage
Housing
raised
significant
funds to
cover costs
not allowed

train and find employment for needy unemployed workers with
minor children. We have also begun to develop long term
relationships with a number of financial institutions that we feel
will offer increasing support in the years ahead. Among the new
projects under consideration is development of an adult home for
assisted living.

Through it all, our core work remains the
stabilization and support of our clients to help them
take control of their lives and achieve their
potential as individuals and members of the
community. So to them, our ever-dedicated staff,
friends and our neighbors,

successful and abundant 2003.

our we wish a

Housing Development

by Michael Rodell, Director of Development

eritage Housing's new projects continue to move along.

Our 115-unit Jasmine Court project on Bruckner Boulevard

and 138th Street in the Bronx being developed with SoBRO
is nearing completion, with occupancy scheduled for April. The
building, rehabilitated by Great American Construction, features a
stainless steel canopy, cherry wood paneling in the lobby, a
mahogany staircase to the lower floor and solid oak furniture in the
apartments and community rooms. The first of the roughly 30 new




